


This is the book that American and 
Middle East leaders are reading 
RIGHT NOW. 


This is a truly remarkable piece of work. George Grant 
presents the background of the Middle East's perpetual snarl of 
passion and politics with extraordinary clarity and brevity—a 
rare combination. 
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fOR€U/ORO 


4 t / hat is the goal of Saddam Hussein? For an answer 
W' to this question, The Blood of the Moon is a must 
reading. This book points out that the current struggle in 
the Middle East is but a continuation of the ongoing en¬ 
mity between Arab and Jew. The resulting contention when 
Abraham fathered a son, Ishamael, by the concubine 
Hagar and later fathered another son, Isaac, born of his 
wife, Sarah, is still a burden the world bears today. 

The Blood of the Moon asks whether American involve¬ 
ment in the desert sands, part of an acclaimed effort on 
behalf of the United Nations for a “new world order,” is a 

ghost of Napoleon Bonaparte who sought to achieve 
French hegemony in the region. 

Or is Saddam Hussein simply striving to restore the 

be a conqueror like Suleiman or Saladin? 

The world did not want to believe Hitler’s rhetoric as 
stated in Mien Kampf. Sadaam Hussein has stated clearly 
that he wants "Ji’kad f n a holy war against non-Moslems. Will 
we believe him? 

The ultimate question of judgment for America is 
whether the potential for Iraq’s development of nuclear, 
chemical, and biological weapons coupled with the pros¬ 
pect for world terrorism justifies our investment of blood 
and treasure which armed conflict will produce? Does 
Iraq’s threat to engulf the world in a ft 'had justify U.S. in¬ 
volvement? 






AChnou/L€£>g€m€nrs 


n enry David Thoreau once remarked, “The scholar 
rarely writes as well as the farmer talks." As I have 
undertaken the task of writing this book, the truth of that 
observation has struck me anew. The many ordinary and 
extraordinary people that have contributed to my think¬ 
ing—Thoreau’s farmers and their modem kith and kin— 
may very well have been able to articulate the roots of the 
crisis in the Middle East better than I could have. In any 
case, it is clear enough to me that without their many 

Two of America’s most incisive experts in Middle 
Eastern affairs, General Richard Secord and General Dan¬ 
iel Graham, took time out from their very hectic schedules 
to brief me on the geo-political situation in the region as 
well as the basis for United States military and diplomatic 
policy. Similarly, Joel Belz and Martin LaBeuf—visionary 
publishers of World Magazine and The Middle East Business 
Report, respectively—shared with me their informed insights 
and perspectives. 

A number of Christian Arabs from Syria, Lebanon, 
Iraq, Egypt, Jordan, and Algeria helped me focus my re¬ 
search and hone my arguments. The lives and testimonies 
of Philip Hamid, Georges Corm, Rabit Shehadeh, Johan 
Neguib, Rachid Shahhat, and Laila Abou Saif remain a 
marvel to me. 

Several Syrian, Iranian, and Iraqi exiles shared with me 
not only their opinions and experiences, but also their 
warm hospitality and abiding friendship. I am particularly 
grateful for the time and effort that Nayef al Barras, 
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ongoing responsibilities—one question looms large: Why? 

No single book can hope to answer that question fully. 
Indeed, as the great Victorian preacher, Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon has said: 


I would have everybody able to read, and write, and ci¬ 
pher; indeed I don’t think a man can know too much; 



Even so, I am convinced that a partial answer to that 
question can be discerned. And this book is simply an at¬ 
tempt to accomplish just that. 
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as rn€ moon 

RI6€S AHO S€TTS: 
pR€lUO€ TO WAR 


and give glory to Your Name? 


4 1/ ithin a matter of weeks 
W in the Middle East were 
nations. Their governments were 
were dispossessed, and their rei 


When Syria overran Lebanon, the world barely nodeed. 
When Libya led a coup in Chad, the incident was almost 
entirely overlooked. But when Iraq swept into Kuwait, an 
international crisis—and ultimately war—was provoked. 
Why? What made the difference? 


exactly unprece- 





perintendence of our sovereign God. Prophecy 
simply history foretold —utilizing the same struc 
guage, and facility of history retold. 
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rn€ €i€V€nrn 
plAQU€: rni6 
crisis 

the side of God. And because God is with us, then everything shall be 


will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blas- 


Jann 


s, disapproved concerning the faith; bi 
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the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
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more than fifteen hundred years. 

Throughout those years, the city-state was generally 
dominated politically and militarily by Babylon; but some¬ 
how it still maintained its own culturat identity. And be- 
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€ASr Of ms BROrnf R6: 
ISnmAtl ADO ISAAC 



A s the muezzin began the haunting call to prayer on 
the morning of October 8, 1990, some three thou¬ 
sand of the faithful gathered in front of the £1 Aqsa 
Mosque on Haram es Sherif, Jerusalem’s famed Temple 
Mount. But instead of quietly making their way into the 
mosque, the Umma, the true believers of Islam, began to 
stockpile rocks, bricks, bottles, scraps of iron, and other 
makeshift weapons. 

Forty feet below, nearly twenty thousand Jewish pilgrims 
and tourists, entirely oblivious to the disaster brewing up on 
the Mount, were celebrating Succot at the Wailing Wall. 

Suddenly cries of Allah Akbar, Allah is great ,Ji’had, holy 
war, and Itbakh al Yahud, slaughter the Jews, erupted over 
the mosque’s loudspeakers. A well-orchestrated assault then 
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Edomites, the Egyptians, and the Assyrians (see Genesis 
37:36, 28:9, 39:6, 25:18). Interestingly, this concurs with Is¬ 
lamic tradition, which asserts that Ishmael settled in the 
city of Mecca, which eventually became the capital of Hejaz 
and the holy city of Islam. There he became the unques¬ 
tioned leader of all the diverse desert peoples throughout 
the Middle East. 







and even Jews were thus spared, as long as they continued 
to contribute to the ongoing support of Ji’had with the sub¬ 
stance of their wealth. 

Eventually, Dhimma became more sophisticated. The sub¬ 
ject peoples were given the right to live and to practice their 


religion on a limited basis. They even received protection in 
return for payment of special taxes: the Kharaj, or land t^x; 
the Ji’zya, or poll tax; the Fadlak, or travel tax; and the Sult’ah , 

was that the status of the captive people was always at risk, 
since the Dhimma merely suspended the conqueror’s Koranic 
right to kill them and confiscate their property. Thus, it could 
be revoked at even the slightest whim. 

Mohammed died in A.D. 632. But the scourge of Ji’had 
and Dhimma had only begun. Over the next decade, 
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V'tlAO: Zll€ UH€HOfng 
U/AR Of COHQU€6r 


We shall never call for or accept a negotiated peace. We shall only 
lands of Palestine and Arabia with the blood of the infidels or to 






2 Corinthians 10:3 


O n the morning of November 4, 1979, in the holy city 
of Qom, the patriarch of the Shiite faith—the man 
many Moslems believed to be either the long-awaited Ca¬ 
tion of the occulted Mahdi—v/as seething with righteous 
indignation. Allah’s revolution of righteousness was in dan¬ 
ger, he told his small audience of Mullahs, Imams, and stu¬ 
dents. The enemies of Islam were attempting to undermine 
the liberation of the Umma. The Great Satan was at large 
right in their midst. Something must be done, he said as 
he dismissed them. The “nest of spies and infidels” must be 
eliminated. 

Word spread quickly. Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 


59 






Christianity is rather mild. 

Mohammed revered Jesus as “one of the prophets" 
(2:135). It was only a misunderstanding on the part of 
Christ’s disciples, he contended, that led them to worship 
Him as the Son of God. They were therefore to receive 
special consideration as “people of the book" (29:46). 

Even so, they were still infidels (2:140) and had to be 
dealt with as such. That meant that they were, unwittingly 
or not, guilty of shameful idolatry (6:20-23). They were 
thus subject to the judgment of God (22:17). And they 
were subject to the wrath of the Umma —the true commu¬ 
nity of Islam (9:4). 

In other words, Christians were a legitimate target for the 
Ji’had, the holy war. Like the Jews, they were either to be sub¬ 
jugated and brought under Dhimma, or they were to be 
killed. No other option was tolerable to the faithful Moslem: 


shall they be protected from our scourge. Good things 
have been bestowed upon these men and upon their fa- 

they then triumph? They have been warned by inspira¬ 
tion, but the deaf can hear nothing. (21:41-46) 

The Ji'had was therefore to be pursued at all costs. 
Death was of no concern to the Moslem because, according 
to the Koran, those who died at the hands of the infidels 
during the Ji'had were actually martyrs, earning a certain 
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lOOS€ €HOS: 
rnt p€AC€ 
ro €no Ail p€AC€ 


The true Umma the community of hlam-fight in the way of 
Allah,■ all infidels in the way of idols. So true Moslem, fight the 
friends of Satan. Then in the day of peace there will come a sudden 

Koran 4:78; 26:228 


A t one time, Beirut was known the world over as the 
jewel of the Mediterranean. With its spectacular 
beaches, its splendid hotels, and its moderate climate, it 
had become the playground of the jet set and the most 
desirable destination in the entire Middle East. But those 
days are now long gone. Beirut is little more than a 
bombed-out shell. It is a trash-strewn, rubble-filled, grief- 
stricken battlefield where the acrimonious ambitions of the 
region have overtaken its everyday life and brought to ruin 
its civilization. 

In 1983, President Ronald Reagan sent a large contin¬ 
gent of crack American troops, including an entire Marine 
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PARTITIONING OF PALESTINE 1948 A.D. 








Administration officials were on Capitol Hill lobbying 
for an increased financial aid package for Iraq. 
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BACK rO BABCl: TOC 
H€U/ Vl/ORIO ORO€R 



n e is perhaps the best credentialed man ever to sit in 
the Oval Office. His background and personal 
achievements are stunning. After graduating from Yale he 
had an heroic tour of duty in the armed forces, ran a suc¬ 
cessful business, was active in community life, and was 
keenly involved in local party politics. From his earliest 
days at the university he made the right connections, did 
the right things, joined the right organizations—from the 
Skull and Bones Club to the Trilateral Commission and 
from the Republican party to the Episcopal church. His dis- 
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ids as once Laodicea stood ; as the people of ancient Me 




A merican foreign policy around the world and in the 
Middle East during the twentieth century has been, 
for all intents and purposes, the tale of two households. 
During the first half of the century, it was guided by the 
principles and precepts of the Roosevelts of Sagamore Hill. 
During the second half, it was guided by the principles and 
precepts of the Roosevelts of Hyde Park. The difference 
between the two was profound and has left a lasting im¬ 
press upon the world in which we live. 
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rn€ OAu/ning of rnf 
OAy: posnuof ro u/ar 



r he sun rose over the Kidron Valley in deep shades of 
scarlet. From my hotel window I could see the Old 
City begin to come to life, its austere enchantment scarred 
and fluted with the trampled paths of the aeons. 

Below me I saw a small cluster of tourists—an all too un¬ 
common sight in these dire days. They began to walk toward 
the Jaffa Gate very slowly, as if savoring every precious morsel 
of time and space. An air of sanctity clothed them. They 
seemed hushed by awe. It is deep in man to love the place 
where Divinity has walked. To pray here. To tread these 
streets and to touch these stones. It offers us a momentary 
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